
WHAT YOU HAD TO SAY:
“ The fact is why we have this very comfortable colloquial debate 
about it, when the lights go out and i go out in the street i get 
behind the wheel of my car, the most dangerous moment I ever have 
in my life is when a police officer pulls me over. Every black man 
in America knows that when that happens that there is a possibility 
his life may actually come to and end and it shouldn’t happen. “ 

- Wendell pierce on Bill Maher

I was standing in Times Square. I was handing out free American 
flags to everyone. All of a sudden, WHAM, a nightstick cracks me 
in the back of the skull. As I lay bleeding, I look up and see four 
-- no, six -- no, TWELVE cops standing around me.
“Give me your ID now, you f***ing maggot,” said the one who ap-
peared to be the leader.
“Someone stole my wallet as I was handing out these American 
flags, kind sir,” I responded.
WHAM another nightstick, this time across the bridge of my nose. I 
tried to take out my cell phone to record it, but then twenty-four 
more NYPD officers showed up instantly and knocked the phone out 
of my hand.
“Now you’re going to jail and we’re going to hang you upside down 
on meathooks by your nipples,” one of them said. And they did. I was 
kept for two weeks in an underground cell and refused food or 
medical attention. The worst part is that I tried to film it, but 36 
cops prevented me from doing so.

-Eddie Novack (22 yrs old)

Because the police use brutality, their appearance alone creates 
nightmares.

-Kathy Tran (16 yrs old)

AWARENESS IS THE GREATEST AGENT OF CHANGE: 
#policebrutality on social media

WHO IS AFFECTED BY POLICE BRUTALITY?
The short answer to the question of who is affected 
by police brutality is “EVERYONE.” Whether you are 
the primary victim of police brutality, witness the 
brutality firsthand, or hear about it on the news or 
through the grapevine, you are a victim of police 
brutality. This serious crime is important to deal with 
harshly and swiftly. 

HOW DOES THIS AFFECT YOU?
The only thing that keeps people from overrunning 
police in our society is the respect that we have 
chosen to give police. When police officers abuse 
their authority, the people stop respecting that 
authority, and the result is an unalterable disruption 
in power structure. Disruptions in power structures 
always result in compromised safety for both police 
and populace. As a result criminals act more boldly 
and with less fear of consequences. This leads to 
more shootouts and more car chases, which opens the 
door to innocent people dying or suffering wounds as 
the result of either bullets flying or cars crashing 
into them.

HOW CAN YOU HELP BRING CHANGE? 
1. PROTESTS
Police stations, city hall and other government venues must be 
protested against and marched on after every incident of police 
brutality.

2. RECORD THE POLICE
We must use our cameras every time police harass us to catch them 
in the act. Then we can use the Internet and the viral media to 
expose these actions worldwide. In their heyday, the Black Panthers 
would do this.  They had a police watch and would follow the po-
lice with a camera and record their actions.  Now that cameras are 
so cheap and people have cameras on their phones, it is a lot easier 
to hold the police accountable for their actions.

3. VOTE OUT POLITICIANS WHO CONDONE POLICE BRUTALITY
Politicians who do not address issues like police brutality must 
be voted out of office. Rappers should be spending a lot less time 
glamorizing black on black crime and dissing each other, and more 
time documenting police brutality. African American entertainers 
and activists have a strong voice in America and they must also use 
that voice to fight the problems in our community.

4. ENGAGE IN DIALOGUE WITH COPS
We must use moderate police organizations to work with the 
police to stop police brutality. Groups like 100 Blacks in Law 
Enforcement have done a lot to combat police brutality and people 
should work with them as an intermediary to deal with community 
issues with the police.

5. TAKE LEGAL ACTION AGAINS THE POLICE
We need to take legal action as well. The best way to hurt police 
brutality is by hitting them in the pocket. If the police keep on 
getting sued for brutality they’ll be forced to deal with the issue. 
Every incident of police brutality should be reported to both the 
government and the media.

This zine was produced by YOUTHLINE, and it appeared 
as part of as part of a collaboratively created altar 
honoring those lost to police brutality, on view in the 
exhibition Visions at Twilight: Dia de los Muertos 2014 
at SOMArts Cultural Center.

Youthline believes that young people 
can do anything with the appropriate 

amount of training and support. We’re a program 
run by youth for youth whose mission is to provide 
resources, information and support to youth and 
their allies. We consist of an information crisis and 
support hotline, live television show, live online 
show, and an upcoming zine. 

We aim to circulate voices of youth through our 
media, and discuss issues that youth are interested in 
for the purpose of educating and opening up topics 
for discussion.

We invite you to check us out and join the 
conversation.

Live every Tuesday at 6pm local sf channel 76 or live 
stream via www.bavc.org/channel76

Our Phone lines are open M-F 4-8PM 1(888) 977-3399

www.youthlinemedia.com || www.youthlinesf.com
www.twitter.com/youthlinesf 
www.facebook.com/youthline

ONE MAN’S STORY...
by Travis Jensen, November 2013

This is my friend D’Paris Williams, a.k.a. 
“DJ,” the younger cousin of a close friend 
of mine. DJ is 21, employed, attends classes 
at City College of San Francisco, and just 
recently has taken up interest in photography. Yesterday 
afternoon, while riding his bicycle home from the Make A 
Wish Foundation’s “Bat Kid” happenings, DJ
was confronted by two undercover police officers in an 
unmarked vehicle at the Valencia Gardens Apartments in 
the City’s Mission District. Apparently, the officers said 
something to DJ about riding his bicycle on the sidewalk as 
he was pulling up to his home in the complex. It is unclear 
whether the officers identified themselves or not, but did 
proceed to get out of their car, grab DJ from behind as he 
was entering the home and beat him for no apparent reason. 
A police search uncovered a cupcake and juice that DJ had 
just purchased from the corner store. Nobody has spoken 
to DJ since the incident occurred as he was immediately 
taken to S.F. General Hospital for treatment, and then to 
the 850 Bryant police station. So far, it appears no charges 
have been made against DJ either. There is building video 
surveillance footage of DJ’s confrontation w/ police, 
but it that has yet to be released by housing authority. 
Furthermore, three residents came to DJ’s aid when they 
saw officers beating him up, only to find themselves also 
under attack by officers. By this time, uniformed backup 
had arrived on the scene. Including DJ, a total of four 
individuals were beaten and arrested by officers.

 HOW MANY OF US ARE AFFECTED DAILY?


